
How do we teach 
children in the 
Nursery and 
Reception to read?





Does your child know their letter sounds?

Games to play:

1. Eye spy games.

2. Looking for sounds in 
the environment.

3. Alphabet fishing.

4. Writing letters in sand, 
paint and chalk. 

5. Collecting items that 
begin with a certain 
sounds.

Children often confuse b and d,   p and q,   i and j



Can your child read and blend two letter words?

Games to play:

1. Stepping stones game.

2. Snap

3. Magnetic letters

4. Hide and seek – hiding 
the words around the 
house.

Children must say each sound and 
then blend the word together.



Can your child read and blend three letter words?

Games to play:

1. Matching words and 
pictures.

2. Cvc jigsaws

3. Online games

4. Cvc bingo

Children would then continue to 
develop their skills reading 4 
letter and 5 letter words by the 
end of reception.



Can your child read their 50 key words?

These 50 words were commonly called tricky words because they 
were often not phonetically plausible. Therefore children are 
expected to remember them and read them by sight. 

Games to play:

1. Online games

2. Snakes and 
ladders.

3. Highlighting 
words in books.

4. Word pairs.













1. Each classroom/key worker will have a reading 
rocket. 

2. The name of each child will be at the bottom of 
the rocket.

3. We would like each child in reception to read 3 
times a week at home and once a week at home 
if your child is in the nursery.

4. We would like you to record each time you have 
read with your child in the reading record book.

5. Each Monday morning the reading records will 
be collected in and checked by staff. If your 
child has achieved the above challenge at home 
they will get ONE tick by their name on the 
rocket. 

6. When your child gets 10 ticks after 10 weeks 
then they get a prize from AHT office. 



1. All children are expected to read once a week at home to an adult and the reading 
record book should be signed by parents.

2. Children’s reading record books will be collected every Monday by staff and 
updated on the reading rocket.

3. Children already experience a daily reading group session by the key worker. 

4. Children will choose a real book from the book corner and this will be changed each 
week by key workers and recorded in the nursery library system. 

5. Children should be able to read their own name, logos and familiar words. 

6. Children should begin to recognise some familiar letter sounds.

7. Children should begin to show an interest in using the book corner, looking at books, 
turning the pages correctly and behaving like a reader.

8. Children should be able to listen to familiar stories read by an adult and answer 
questions about what they have heard.



1. All children are expected to read 3 times a week at home to an adult and the 
reading record book should be signed.

2. Children’s reading record books to be collected every Monday by staff and updated 
on the reading rocket.

3. Children will be heard read by the teacher once a week.

4. Children’s reading scheme books to be changed once a week by staff. 

5. Children’s book corner (real book) to be changed every Monday by parents during 
LAT and recorded using the class library system.

6. Parents are welcome to change the real book as often as possible during the week.

7. Children should read 50 key words by the end of reception.

8. Children should be able to recognise 26 letter sounds.

9. Children should be able to blend 2,3,4 and 5 letter words by the end of reception.



Can your child read and blend 
2,3,4 and 5 letter words?

Does your child know the 
alphabet sounds?



a the I in was
to and it my that
he went of is then
with am had me some
are has one there at
have out they come her
saw this for his see
we go little she when
about could make after did
take new their all next

Here are the 50 words we would like reception children to read by the 
end of the year.


